
Resolution No . • 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A COUNTY-WIDE 
COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES BOND ISSUE 

WHEREAS, 800 Mhz trunked radio systems offer state-of-the-art 

technology in the area of public safety communications; and 

WHEREAS, the ability to communicate effectively and efficiently 

between public safety agencies within one entity or between public safety 

agencies in different entities is vital not only during disasters but in day-to-day 

operations as well; and 

WHEREAS, the myriad of different public safety communications 

systems which currently are in use in King County do not permit the type of 

coordination needed between public safety agencies or even between units of the 

same public safety agency; and 

WHEREAS, the deficiency of area-wide public safety communication 

systems was readily apparent during last year's snowstorm emergency and was 

identified subsequently as one of the major areas of disaster preparedness which 

needed to be addressed; and 

WHEREAS, King County and all its sub-units of government are 

capable of being impacted at any time by a wide variety of disasters including but 

not limited to snowstorms, hazardous materials accidents, plane crashes, floods, 

and earthquakes; and 

WHEREAS, any of the above disasters can quickly overwhelm any 

agency's or government's resources, necessitating reliance upon significant 

numbers of resources from outside agencies which in turn requires a high degree 

of public safety communication capability and coordination; and 

WHEREAS, 800 Mhz trunked radio technology is the only public 

safety system which affords the public safety community the ability to coordinate 
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both day-to-day operations and large scale disasters with ease, efficiency, and 

security, both now as well as in the future; and 

WHEREAS, being a county-wide issue of concern, it is logical that 

funding be handled on a county-wide basis rather than each governmental unit 

attempting to fund their own portion; now, therefore, 

KING COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 34 DOES RESOLVE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. to support a county-wide Communications Services Bond 

Issue; 

Section 2. to encourage voters to approve a county-wide 

Communications Services Bond Issue during the general election this Fall. 

RESOLVED th is &h day of _---''--=-~....;:;;E:.;.;......:....p--'/.'--;'---___ , 1 991 . 

APPROVED: 

SIONER, ROBERT CHURCHILL 

~OL 
COMMISSIONER, HORACE OLSEN 

/' -~ 

- ATTEST/A~THENTICATED: 

SECRETARY, CARL HAR ' IG 
KING COUNTY FIRE PR ECTION DISTRICT 34 
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TO: Commissioners 
King County Fire District 34 

FROM: Randy Coggan, Fire Chief 

DATE: August 27, 1991 

THE CITY OF REDMOND 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

SUBJECT: Resolution Supporting a County-Wide Communications Services Bond 
Issue 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Pass the attached resolution supporting a county-wide Communications Services 
Bond Issue, which will fund a county-wide public safety 800 Mhz trunked 
communications system. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There is no fiscal impact involved. 

BACKGROUND 

An expert in public safety/emergency communications has completed studies for 
the City of Seattle, the Eastside Communication Center and surrounding 
jurisdictions, and King County. Concurrently, a Regional Communications 
Advisory Committee with representatives from King County, the City of Seattle, 
the Suburban Cities Association, major public safety constituencies, school 
districts, hospitals, and the State Department of Transportation has been formed 
and has been examining the region's needs for radio communications. 

As a result of the work of the consultant and the Regional Communications 
Advisory Committee, there is widespread agreement on the need for a regionally 
integrated, but locally controlled, radio communications network. Such a network 
would make all of the radio systems in the County more reliable, would increase 
the capacity of these radio systems, and would allow different governmental 
agencies in the County to communicate with one another directly. As a result, 
this network would enhance regular operations and would dramatically improve 
our ability to respond to a major disaster. If implemented, a regionally integrated 
radio communications system would dramatically improve public safety, as our 
current communications systems are vulnerable to earthquakes, in some cases 
lack needed capacity and, more significantly, lack the ability to allow us to 
communicate across departmental and jurisdictional lines. 
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While the need for, and the benefits of, a regionally integrated radio 
communications network are apparent, many jurisdictions (including most of those 
that have signed interlocal agreements) are financially limited in their ability to pay 
for their portions of the network. Given these limitations, it is prudent to consider 
a county-wide bond to provide the funds to implement the radio communications 
network. Such a bond would enable all residents of King County to realize very 
quickly the significant public safety benefits that would be provided through a 
regionally integrated radio communications network. 

To this end, the Law and Justice Committee of the King County Council, the City 
of Seattle, and the Suburban Cities Association are seeking, and the City's fire and 
police departments (who have represented the City on the various 800 Mhz 
committees that have reviewed this issue) recommend, our support of a 
County-Wide Communications Services Bond Issue. 

RC:ab 

Attachment: Resolution 
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